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' :La’wler, Rennie file
: papcrvmrk for rcahgned
_dnstnct "
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Gwen the news that mcumbent

. Scotts Valley resident Mark Stone
~ won't run for the

28% Siata Assembly Distriet seat, two

- candidates on the Silicon Valley side '
: -uf“thehsll"mllnowbefacmg offwith

former Santa Cruz Cmmty Clerk Gail
\Pe}lerm.

While Mdnte Serem) Councﬂmem—

: 'Z.'-."ber Liz Lawler, 2 Republican, filed her

declaration of candidacy March 4, it
‘wasn’t until Stone chose not to run, by

| deadline, that Los Gatos Mayor Rob
* Rennie saw an opening. :
|+ Held been vying to become Sa,nw. -
' Clara Coumy’s ‘District'1 supervisor,
~ and had done quite well fundraising,

‘he recalled in an interview w1th the

Los Gatan.

However, the recent redlsmctmg

process left his residence outside its

bonndanes. _ -
‘Meanwhile, Rennie had been up-

graded from vice mayor to mayor.

But the same map—redmmng eﬂoﬁt :
* meant Los Gatos was now in the "’Bﬂ‘! S

State district.

And when Stone dec:lmed o Tun

~ again, it triggered a five-day extension =

for new candidates to enter the race.

" Hetalked it over with his team, March

A2, smd demdedta t]:an}:us hatin the
ring.

“’I'hcy give you ﬁve da.ys, but two of
them are the weekend,” Rennie said

“the fal}nmng chnesday, after a few

frenetic days of signature collection.

“You can't pull papers until day three”
-~ In recent mm:ths, Pellerin has been
‘encouraging women to run for elected

office through Women in Leadership -
1. for Diverse Representation’s commit-
. nity wo:kshops She also joined the -

Natioual Alliance on Mental Illneés

1 Pellerin has received endorsements
12 from Stone, State Senator John Laird
rand Assemblymember Robert Rivas.
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CANDIDATE Monte Sereno’
Cmmasimcmber Liz Lm:ler pledges to fight
; pam.samh?.p y" elected to Sacramento, by
reaching across the political aisle.

 cited about the chance to put ideas
. forward about mattets Qontmlled by -

Sacramente

P a pmblem so]ver he saad

_ pledging he'd approach these issueshy
asking, “What are the types of prob-

lems that we need to solve?” =
. Top .of mind are boostmg educa-

tm:pated in the event where $7 million
in State cash was announced for Wmt
Silicon Valley cities. He says he wani_x
to make sure CalFire is well-funded. .

where fire preparedness and protec-
tion is really important,” he said. .
has been living in Los Gatos since

He worked R e the sermi-
conductor and solar industries, and

commenis that this taught him. plenty
about working wfch a dm:rse gronpof

people.

" “A lot of the time T was on. devel-
epment teams and we were trying to
develop a product,” he said, reflect-
ing on what it was like to work with

people. with a variety of perspectives.
~ *You pull together different types of
"-engmeers i
.. He says his prﬂfessmnal expertise -
_'couk'[ be helpful in improving power |
mﬁastructure, parhcularlyman e.ra.of i

. tional oppor’cumhm; and. prevenhn,g S
' wﬂdﬁre, headded; z
- Last year, as vice mayor, Renme  par-

“You know, we liave a lot of h}ﬂmdes'

Rennie, who holds a Masters in
‘Engineering from Dartmouth College,

- BACK IN A RACE Los Gatos Mayor
; Romemem mmzrz.gfaraSmm Clara .
: "Coumysupmzaormt butrmggedkzs

plans ance  State Assembly mcumﬁent

: dedmedmnmagwm

“There’s a 1ot of technieal change
that has to happen on our electrical

grid;” he said, bringing up recent bills

put forward by senators Dave Cortese

_ and Josh Becker. “I'd be interested in
_pattrm.rmg with them on tbeAssemny
-suf[e :

. Rennie was elected to Gaunml in
2{}14.' and is now in his second myoral_

" term. He's also served on several re~
-gional boards and commissions, such
~_ as the Silicon Valley Clean Energy
* Authority, theVaHey’Ii‘a.nmtAnthonty'

and the Housing and Community De-

velopment Advisory Committee. And
“he’s been a member of the Smrra.ﬁ'!ub

for more than 25 years. i
. But how will he keep his eye on the_

baﬂ of servmg as mayor while seekmg
aseatin Sacramento?

“I'm not going to have a lot of free.

time—let’s put it that way,” he said,

reiterating his commitment to Los Ga-
tos. “I'm just going to have long days
and long weekends.”

Lawler tells the Los Gatan shes the

* candidate who can help bndge divides

in Sacramento.

o+ “T want to testore commeu sense'
; and cooperation—and accountability,”

she said. “T think we’re Just tlred of the
partisan polities” :

For her, the way to fix the hausmg
crisis is to put control bax:k in- the
hands of local authorities. . S

“Weknowourhrmtataons, ourneeas
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said, “One-
size-fits-all doesn’t actually work any-

: Where-+eger;-'.xﬁ:h-cioﬂﬁng.”'.-- e
- She’s also passionate about edu-

cation, and she believes supporting
schools outside of the traditional pub-
liely-funded system is the way to go.

- “We ‘are very fortunate,” she said,

| when asked about-the literally top-
~ ranked ' Los Gatos-Saratoga  Joint

Union High School District. “Every
child deserves a gaod education re-
‘The way she sees it, “school choice”

| already exists, but is only available for
| families who can afford to access the
- best educational options. '

. Opponents of California’s charter

| sthool system worry this approach
could divert money from public

schools that, in some areas of the

 state, have a student body that is ma-
Jority Black and Hispanic. But ]
-says establishing “educational savings
accounts” would allow people from
| mpoverished communities to avoid
| &etting caught up in gang life, as they

could use that money to attend better

sehools.

“We also need to restore trades
courses” she said. “We need to em-

| braceall types of intelligence”
| . Lawler adds that, as a former res-

ident of West LA% ‘Pacific Palisades

neighborhood, she understands many

awler

of the concerns SantaszCounty o

.residents deal with, as well, due to the

' Coastal California connection.

She pledges to work well with ev-
€ryone—no matter their party affilia-
tion—if elected.

~ “I'm willing to acknowledge a good -
- 'idea when I 'hear it she said. “T want

results”
Lawler has already racked up en-

 dorsements from former San Jose City

Councilmember Johnny Khamis, the
California - Republican Party, Crime

Victims United and former Monte

Sereno Mayor Lon Allan,
‘I am driven by the needs of our

 residents, not . ideology; she  said.
- “Government needs to deliver the

basics—public safety, infrastructure,
education. Those are the things that

| Tmfocusedon?
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